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NOBLE
MIND

I visited Colombo Noble Fibres located in Borgosesia, Italy in order to accurately
understand the value and quality of the highest quality fabric. And I witnessed and felt
different languages of fashion there.

A pleasure of acquiring quality material and high quality fabric gives a different sense of
satisfaction than wearing a well-tailored suit. The comfortableness of smoothly wrapping
the skin and the coziness generated from soft feel serve as important barometers in
determining the luxuriousness of clothes. For this reason, if clothes were made with such
material as rather thick wool, silk-like soft cashmere and almost weightless warm vicuna,
the simpler design, the better from time to time. That is exactly what Colombo Noble
Fibres fabric and clothes made of it are. Colombo that has made the highest quality fabric
in Italy since the 1960s is maintaining its brand identity based on professional artisanship
and family business. While experiencing a series of shifts in generation from parents to
children, it has gone beyond simplified ‘high quality’ to realize future-oriented
advancement through research and development on new material. This is the reason why
the company can consistently maintain partnership with such fastidious luxury brand
clients as Hermes, Louis Vuitton, Gucci and Prada.

The entire process of producing Colombo fabric consists of as many as 94 steps and 18
inspections conducted in Borgosesia famous for clean and clear water. Unlike tap water in
Europe rich in calcinosis, the water in this area originated from mountains is so clean and
clear that it makes a great contribution to cleaning and processing fabric. In reality, while
touring the factory in person, I was able to witness a thoroughly consistent and systematic
process featuring the most advanced machinery and manual work process, a gigantic
ventilation system aimed to prevent dusts from being stuck to fabric by instantly
absorbing them for workers’ health and high-tech equipment aimed to purify used water
before returning, which made me understand why the Colombo fabric maintains such a
high standard in every aspect. At that moment, I had an epiphany. And I realized why
such elaborate pains should be taken to acquire something valuable.

A Colombo store located in Via Della Spiga in Italy

Colombo clothes
material, sophisticated silhouette and a
comfortable sense of stability

Pre-process stage after collection of the seek after luxurious

highest quality textile

Such high-end materials as wool, cashmere, guanaco, vicuna, mink, chinchilla, sable and
camel hair that are handled here are mostly supplied from Canada, China, outer Mongolia,
South America, Australia and etc. They still stick to a method of combing animal hairs to
collect fallen hairs instead of skinning animals or shaving animal hairs. As for kid
cashmere, the highest quality cashmere, at least 9g-month-old goats are chosen to keep
combing from inconveniencing animals. Unlike goats or sheep, it is hard to comb camels,
so naturally fallen hairs are collected during their hair-shedding season.

In the 2000s, Colombo launched a clothing line pursuing luxury casual wear and opened a
flagship store at 33, Via Della Spiga in September 2010 before joining the ranks of premium
clothing brands in earnest. Representative products include Kate Jacket for women and
Wi illiam Jacket for men. Roberto Colombo, CEO of Colombo Noble Fibres, who was
prudently explaining about the brand said, “These days, many talk about fashion, but few
seem to really know about it. Few can talk about stories behind fashion you can see. In my
opinion, I think that the meaning of the word ‘fashion’ needs to change. A genuine sense
of fashion should be closer to wellness than following the latest trends. It needs to be able
to give a sense of comfort and stability.” It is a decisive remark that can explain and
express the entire fabric and clothes made by Colombo brand. Today when fashion is fast
changing and being consumed at an unprecedented speed, Mr. Colombo’s story on his
philosophy and pride about brand management backed by a sense of enthusiasm gave me
some time for prudence filled with quiet and peace as if to depart from the Eye of the
Storm in a long while. Editor/Hye-su Park

A pine cone used in making texture in fabric to befit an
environmentally friendly brand

Goat hairs are combed to
get cashmere.

Kat Jacket, a signature item of Colombo

94 steps and 18 inspections
are implemented in a
factory located in
Borgosesia.

A scene indicating
continuous R&D on new
material
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